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St John the Baptist Cof E (Aided) Primary School, Findon 
NEWSLETTER 

No. 26 – 2020/2021 – 21st April 2021 
www.stjbps.co.uk  

Twitter - @STJBFINDON 
 

REMINDER – ON THURSDAYS PLEASE KEEP SCHOOL HILL FREE OF CARS  

WELCOME BACK 
 
It was lovely to see the children and parents on Monday as we began the summer term. 
We have lots of exciting things planned for the children to do in the weeks ahead, so 
please take time to read the class topic letters, which will be with you in the next few 
days. 
 
We continue to follow the Government guidance and children are still being kept in their 
class bubbles as much as possible. However, as time progresses we would hope to be 
able to begin to run the school “normally” as the restrictions are lifted. 
 
ROWAN CLASS 
 
We welcome Ms Howells to the school as our new teacher for Rowan. She spent time 
with the children last term getting to know them and she is looking forward to working 
with them this term. Mrs Griffiths will soon be beginning her maternity leave and she 
hopes to visit the school next week to see the staff and children. 
 
CATCH UP TEACHING 
 
As we work with the children this term, we will be assessing how they have done and 
what the impact of the lockdown has been on their progress. We will be continuing with 
our usual in class support by teachers and teaching assistants but in addition we have 
two other ways to support their learning.  
 
We will be releasing our staff to work alongside the children using our detailed 
knowledge of them to tailor the work to their needs. Obviously this does put additional 
work load on staff but we all feel that the best way to support the children is by having 
people that know them well and can follow up with them in class rather than the using 
the Tutoring scheme which is part of the Governments offer. Our two approaches are as 
follows: - 
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Firstly, we have used the Government’s catch up funding to enable us to release  
Mrs Bush and Ms Lyle to give additional support to children throughout the school. This 
additional support for individual children and small groups will focus on revisiting 
previous learning to ensure that it is fully embedded after the disruption of the last few 
months. 
 
Secondly, whilst we wait for the Government to announce their plans, we have decided 
to take money from the existing school budget to give each teacher half a day each week 
throughout the Summer term to work with individuals and groups of children in their 
class. This time will be used to address any gaps in learning caused by absence from 
school due to the lockdowns. 
 
This work will be monitored and reviewed throughout the course of this term and we will 
begin to draw up plans for the Autumn term when the National picture is clearer. 

We are still offering an increased level of pastoral support by Mrs Pollard and our Play 
Therapist (Mrs Buxton). We are also beginning a new programme of work called 
‘myHappymind’, which will also help to support children’s emotional wellbeing. Later this 
week, we will be sending out more information about ‘myHappymind’. 

CHILDREN’S SAFETY  

We would like to remind all parents/childminders/family members about parking safely 
and legally when collecting and dropping off the children, both at the start and end of the 
day.  We respectfully ask you to be mindful of private driveways, and no parking on 
yellow road markings.  It is important to park safely so you do not restrict clear views of 
safe places to cross the road.    
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CORRESPONDENCE SENT OUT THIS WEEK: 

 Holly class topic letter 

 Ash & Willow – Welcome back letter 

 Rowan class – English lesson 

 PTA summer newsletter 

Please contact the school office (office@stjbps.co.uk) if you would like another copy of 

any of the above. 

 

 

 

mailto:office@stjbps.co.uk

